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Northgate High School
2013-2014
Algebra Course Syllabus

Instructor:

Mr. Farrar    
Email:  

farrar.tucker@mdusd.org
Course Websites:   
http://farraralgebra.weebly.com/index.html



www.edmodo.com   (Group Code: u4h554)
Classroom Expectations
A)  Agreements:

1. Be Honest

2. Be Helpful
3. Be Responsible
4. Be Professional

5. Ask for Help
6. Do the right thing!
7. Follow all School Rules from Handbook
B)  Course Description

Welcome to the wonderful world of Algebra. Yes, indeed, math can and will be fun and interesting.  Algebra I is a year-long course designed to give students a thorough understanding of Algebra, prepare students for further advancement in mathematics, provide students with much of the knowledge necessary to succeed on college entrance exams and California standardized tests, and create a knowledge base for the many practical career fields that use math. 
C) Classroom Policies:

1. Homework Packets:  will be turned in within the first 2 minutes of class or will be considered LATE. Late packets can only earn up to ½ points. 

2. Friday is Test and Quiz Day. Wednesday is “Quick Check” Day.
3. If you miss a quiz- your next quiz counts double.
4. If you miss a test- Make it Up during Study session!
5. HW is stamped upon completion the day it is due. You then file the assignment in your binder until that HW packet is due. Stamped, fully attempted HW will receive full point value. Unstamped fully attempted HW will receive ½ credit.

6. Make-Up Work:  If you are absent it is YOUR responsibility to find out what you missed from the posted assignment sheet. 
7. If you are absent the day an assignment is due: you MUST get stamp when you return. 

8. Bathroom passes – You will get THREE Bathroom passes each semester and you will only be allowed to use them after the VIP or class work time. Unused bathroom passes can be turned in at the end of each semester with the homework packet for 25 extra credit points each.
9. NO Cell phones in Class! Don’t even touch it! If I see it or HEAR IT, your parents will hear from me that day and a referral will follow.   DEFIANCE: open resistance; bold disobedience.
10. NO food or drink allowed in class.  Water is ok. 

11. You must raise your hand for permission to get out of your seat during class time.

12. Absent?  Pick up missing work in “Mr. Farrar’s Algebra Handouts” in the file cabinet.
13. SSR – Silent Sustained Reading - Bring something you want to read or I will give you something to read.  No Talk
14. Study Session: Quiet Voices Only.
D) Tardy Policy

1. On time, every day! It’s really that simple. 
2. IN YOUR SEAT WHEN THE BELL RINGS and working on the Brain Freeze.  
3. I believe being where you are supposed to be when you are supposed to be there is a big part of life.  Most employers will have the same attitude.
4. If you are tardy, write your full name on the side board. 

5. 3rd Tardy: email home to parents

6. 6th Tardy:  Referral for Detention

7. 9th Tardy: Saturday school, meeting with administration and put on contract.
E) Required Materials

· Pencils and erasers

· Colored pen for correcting
· Binder with sections for Algebra- (VIPs, BrainFreezes, Homework, Tests, Quizzes)
· College ruled notebook paper.  SPIRALS ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE FOR HOMEWORK. 
· Graph Paper
F) Grading Policy
Semester grades will be based on the following:
· Tests, Quizzes & Final


80%

· Homework/BrainFreezes/VIPs/Projects*   
20%
*Video Lesson Project – You will be making a video lesson once during each quarter

All assignments, test, quizzes and projects will be given a point value.  Your grade is calculated by dividing the total points you have earned by the total points possible.

Quarter Grades

Homework is given everyday and counts 20% of your quarter grade.  Even if you are not a strong math student keeping, up with homework will be crucial towards getting the grades you want.   Everyone should be able to do or attempt 100% of their homework.

Semester Grades

Each semester you will have a final that is 20% of your semester grade. This is the grade that goes on your transcript.  BE PREPARED for the final. It can either raise your grade or hurt your grade.  It will cover all the material covered in the semester. 

G) Academic Dishonesty
Academic dishonesty will NOT be tolerated.   You will receive a zero! Test, Quiz, Homework…. Student Handbook Policy will be enforced for subsequent infractions.
H) Extra Help and Online Textbook Access
Schedule time with me during Study Session (get a pass ahead of time from me!)
Online tutorials, Online Text Book, practice quizzes, lesson videos, etc:  http://northgatemath.weebly.com/
Or visit www.Brightstorm.com & www.Purplemath.com 
Northgate Peer Tutoring program- See librarian
I) Participation Points
Students earn daily participation points by arriving to class on time, taking their seats promptly, and getting ready to work with required supplies.  Students who are tardy, disruptive, or arrive unprepared without proper supplies will receive a deduction in daily participation points.  
Mr. Farrar’s Algebra Course Agreement
Student, Parent and Teacher
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Dear Parent(s) or Guardian(s) of Geometry students:


I am very happy to be teaching your son or daughter Algebra at Northgate High School.  It should be an exciting year of instruction, some hands on projects and examples of math in real life.


Please read your child’s Syllabus about my class.  I will do my best to make the Algebra classroom an interesting, challenging, and positive learning environment.  I want your child to be successful and well prepared for further study in math, college and careers.  The syllabus outlines class expectations, materials needed, and grading procedures.   

I want to have good communication between us.  I have listed below the measures I am taking to help ensure your child’s success:

· High expectations and a challenging curriculum.
· Your students Grades will be available on HOMELINK 24 hours a day and updated at least once a week.
· Various teaching strategies (direct instruction, group work, partner quizzes,, project based learning, outdoor labs, problem solving assignments, Brain Freezes™ etc.)

· Need Extra Help?  Get a pass from me to come into my classroom during study session & use the Online TEXT BOOK 
· Assignment Sheets- A log of current and past homework assignments. 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email me contact me. Again, I look forward to teaching your child this year.
Sincerely,


Mr. Farrar
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I have read the Course Syllabus and The Student Handbook and understand the class expectations for Mr. Tucker’s Algebra Class.

Student Signature: _______________________Printed Name: ________________________________
Parent Signature: _______________________  Printed Name: ________________________________
Parent Email___________________________________________________________
Please read, sign, and return Thursday, August 29, 2013
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